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Story of the Week 

 

ISRO/DOS Organized 36-hours non-stop Smart India Hackathon-2017 (SIH) 

Grand Finale during 1-2 April, 2017, at Ahmedabad Nodal Centre, along with 

Gujarat Technological University (GTU), Gujarat University (GU) and All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE) under the aegis of MHRD. 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Department of Space (DOS), organized Smart India 

Hackathon-2017 (SIH-2017) Grand Finale, at Gujarat University Convention Hall, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

during 1-2 April, 2017 for Ahmedabad Nodal Centre. This Grand Finale was a 36-hours non-stop digital 

programming competition held simultaneously at 29 different nodal centers (26 Locations) across 

India. L{whκ5h{ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨtǊŜƳƛŜǊ tŀǊǘƴŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ All India Council for Technical 

Education (AICTE) under the aegis of Ministry of HRD (MHRD), i4c, MyGov, Persistent Systems, 

NASSCOM and Rambhau Mhalgi Pabodini. Smart India Hackathon 2017 harnesses creativity & 

ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ŦǳƴƴŜƭ ŦƻǊ Ψ{ǘŀǊǘǳǇ LƴŘƛŀΣ {ǘŀƴŘǳǇ LƴŘƛŀΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ŎǊƻǿŘ-sources 

solutions for improving governance and quality of life, and provides opportunity to citizens to provide 

ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

September-2016 onwards and for the first time ever, 29 different government ministries and 

departments came together and posed 598 problem statements to 30 lakh technical students from 

India. {ƳŀǊǘ LƴŘƛŀ IŀŎƪŀǘƘƻƴ нлмт Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭΩ ǘƘŀǘ 

other countries can replicate. 

On this occasion, ISRO Chairman & Secretary, DOS, Shri A.S.Kirankumar said in his message that 

άThere has been a significant rise in the use of cyber technologies in various space mission support 

functions within ISRO/DOS, which has posed new chalƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ L{whΩǎ L¢ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 

apart from the usual dealing with highly confidential and sensitive data related to space missions. 

Thus, deterrent measures against cyberattacks as well as enforcing data security measures to create 

proactive security monitoring capability are vital for ISRO. With this objective in mind, ISRO/DOS 

has chosen Information and cyber security as a focus for this Smart India Hackathon-2017 to get 

novel ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ LƎƴƛǘŜŘ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛǎsues in their own innovative 

ǿŀȅǎΦέ 

 

SIH-2017 Event Participation Statistics: 
 

 Problems 
Statements 
proposed 

Ideas 
received 

No. of Participant 
teams (Shortlisted) 
in Grand Finale 

No. of 
Students 
competing 

Nodal Center 

ISRO/DOS 
(Our Ministry) 

53 263 49 (50)  teams 
working on 21  

Problems 

392 Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat 

Overall event 
across India 

598 7531 1266 10000+ 29 Centres at 
26 Locations 

 



Information security experts from all ISRO-DOS centre have meticulously worked out 53 problems 
covering categories like Network and Email Security, Data Confidentiality & Leakage Prevention, End 
point/ Perimeter Security against Cyber-Attacks, Access control and Other Applications. These 
problems were posted on web and the 263 idea submissions were received.  51 ideas had been 
shortlisted for final round. Online training session was also organized by ISRO on 8th March, 2017 for 
training the shortlisted teamsΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŀƴŘ CƛƴŀƭŜΩ ŀǘ !ƘƳŜŘŀōŀŘΣ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ м ϧ нΣ нлмтΣ пф ǘŜŀƳǎ 
consisting of 392 youngsters (6 students & 2 mentors per team) participated and worked nonstop for 
36 hours to build innovative digital solutions for 21 out of 53 problems posed by ISRO/DOS. On the 
night of 1st April, 2017 (22.00-ноΦлл ƘǊǎΦύΣ IƻƴōΩƭŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ {ƘǊƛ bŀǊŜƴŘǊŀōƘŀƛ aƻŘƛΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
all the participants across India and also interacted via Live Video Conference with student participants 
of Ahmedabad nodal centre along with those of Allahabad, Coimbatore, Kolkota and Pune centres. 
ISRO Chairman/DOS Secretary, Shri A.S.Kirankumar and Dr. Anil Sahasrabudhe, chairman, AICTE, 
especially flew into Ahmedabad on the evening of 1st April, 2017 to attend this event and encourage 
& motivate the student participants at night. 
 
IƻƴōΩƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ DǳƧŀǊŀǘΣ {ƘǊƛ .ƘǳǇŜƴŘǊŀǎƛƴƘji Chudasma, along with Director-SAC, Shri 

Tapan Misra, Vice Chancellor of Gujarat Technological University (GTU), Dr. Navin Seth and Incharge 

VC of Gujarat University, Dr. Himanshu Pandya were the chief guests at the inaugural function of SIH-

2017 on 1st April, 2017.  

 

Chairman-ISRO/Secretary-DOS, Shri A.S.Kirankumar, Vice Chancellor of GTU, Dr. Navin Seth, and 

Associate Director-SAC, Shri DK Das were the chief guests at the Valedictory function on 2nd April, 

2017. Student participants had lively and vibrant interactions with Chairman-ISRO and asked many 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{whΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ-ISRO gave away the 

certificates and Mementos to all the participating teams and had photo sessions with all the teams. 

Shri A.S. Kirankumar also gave away the Prizes & Trophies, sponsored by ISRO/DOS, to the winner 

team (Rs. 1 Lakh digital payment), first runner-up team (Rs. 75,000) and second runner-up team (Rs. 

50,000) and two consolation prizes (Rs. 10,000 each from M/s. Persistent and M/s. Deloittee). Apart 

from these prizes, winners also ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b!{{/haΩǎ млΣллл {ǘŀǊǘǳǇǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

Dr. Haresh Bhatt, IT Security Officer, SAC and Shri Nilesh Desai, Deputy Director-SNAA/SAC served as 

the main Nodal Officers from ISRO/DOS side for conducting this event and Shri Hiranmay Mahanta 

and Ms. Tosha Shukla coordinated the event from GTU/AICTE side, while Scientific Secretary, Dr. 

P.G.Diwaker, Director-SAC, Shri Tapan Misra and ISRO Chairman, Shri A.S.Kirankumar and GTU VC Dr. 

Navin Seth provided the overall guidance. A panel consisting of chief judge Dr. Haresh Bhatt and 9 

other Judges, all senior ISRO Scientists assisted by additional 17 domain experts drawn from among 

various ISRO Centres, carried out 3 rounds of mentoring and 4 rounds of judging the participants at 

regular interval during the event. Thus, it was continuous hackathon for the judges & expert. {!/Ωǎ 

Local Organizing Committee under chairmanship of Shri Rajesh Khandelwal provided necessary 

support to the main Organizers. In all around 200+ Volunteers drawn from GTU, GU, SAC/ISRO and 

other agencies helped arrange the logistics (Help Desk, Registration, Accommodation, Food, Snacks, 

Tea/Coffee, certificates, trophies, mementos, etc.) for the participants and the invitees and put-in 

untiring efforts and worked hard for many days to make the conduct of this historical event hassle-

free and very successful.  

 

 

 



List of Winner Teams during Smart India Hackthon-2017 at Ahmedabad : 

Sr. 
No. 

Prize & Position Awarded Team 
Name 

College Name, City 

1.  Winner Prize + ISRO Trophy 
(Rs. 1.0 Lakh) 

Hacker 
Troops  

Rajalakshmi Engineering College, 
Kanchipura, Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

2. 1st Runner-Up + ISRO Trophy 
(Rs. 75,000) 

Defenders  Thiagarajar College of Engineering, 
Madurai, Tamil Nadu. 

3. 2nd Runner-Up + ISRO Trophy 
(Rs. 50,000) 

The 
Artisans  

Nitte Meenakshi Institute of Technology, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.  

4. Inspiration Award Trophy 
(Rs. 10,000 by M/s. Persistent) 

INSIGHT 
JMI 

Jamia Millia Islamia (A Central University), 
New Delhi.  

5. Innovation Award  
(Rs. 10,000 by M/s. Deloitte) 

Smart 
Engineer  

Thakur College of Engg. & Technology, 
Mumbai Suburban, Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

 

Photographs of the Event: 

 

  (1) Inauguration Ceremony on 1st April, 2017               όнύ IƻƴōΩƭŜ taΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ  

(3) 36-hours Hackathon underway at Gujarat   (4) Valedictory Function & Prize 

Distribution 

       University Convention Hall, Ahmedabad          on 2nd April, 2017                 

 

 

 

  



Nodal Officers Welcome Shri Tapan Misra, Director - SAC



 
 

 



Warm Welcome to Shri B hupend r asinh Chudasama, 

Honbôle Education Minister, Gujarat  

  
 

 

 



Inauguration Ceremony of Smart India Hackathon 2017  




